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In the spring of 1966, the Ferenc Móra Museum was informed that in the 
farm-yard of József Kószó, during the planting of trees, some human skeletons 
were found. The rescue excavation took place under the leadership of Alajos 
Bálint, director of the museum that time, between May 20th and June 6th 1966. 
On the basis of grave furniture, the cemetery may be ascribed to the 14—15th 
centuries (BÁLINT, 1967). 
Most graves were of SW—NE orientation. Several over bur yiogs were also 
found in the cemetery. In one case, the skeletons lay in eight layers one over the 
other; the majority of graves were disturbed. 
In the course of the excavation some relics of a building that must have 
belonged to the foundation of a church, supposedly of a tower or steeple came 
to light. It will he the task of further excavations to decide whether or not the 
foundation exposed is really that of a mediaeval church and the graves are parts 
of a cemetery skirting that church. 
The archaelogical elaboration of the cemetery has not yet taken place. We 
have deemed advisable, therefore, to specify the grave furniture, as follows. 
(The data are published on the basis of the record of the excavation prepared 
by Alajos Bálint — and I wish to thank him sinccrely here for makiog them 
available to me.) 
Grave No. 9 : Iron object, coffin-nails 
Grave No. 15: Glass bottle of spherical form 
Grave No IB: Coffin-nail, scattered fragments of a plate-like girdle-set 
Grave No. 18: Bronze buttons 
Grave No. 19 : Ring 
Grave No. 23 : Coffin botton 
Garve No. 2 7 : An oblon bronze clasp with plate, a girdle set with the remains of a 
leather belt 
Grave No. 3 0 : Girdle relic in bad condition 
Grave No. 3 1 : Necklace with pearls 
Grave No. 3 5 : Bronze „seal-ring" 
Grave No. 39: Horse's canine 
Grave No. 54: Bronze buttons 
Grave No. 60: Girdle set lathe-turned of bone. 
During the excavation, 63 graves were opened but a number of times it 
occurred that in one grave the bone relics of more than one individuals were 
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found. Therefore, the bone relies of altogether 67 individuals have been 
rescued. 
During elaboration I followed the M A R T I N ' S method ( M A R T I N — S A L L E R , 
1957). 
48 per cent of the material was fragmentary, unfitted for metrical analysts,. 
52 per cent of it ts in good condition. 29 per cent of the material in good con-
dition was (10 male), 37 per cent (13 female) and 34 per cent (12 infants and' 
juveniles). Some data concerning the relation of sex and age, as well as the con-
dition of the material are included ¡n Table 1. 
The general characterization of the series, making use of the data shown 
in Tables 2 and 3, is as follows: 
Males: Cranium is mesocranic but brachycranic and hyperbrachycranic are-
also found, the indices being hypsicranic, tapeinocranic, resp. metriocranic. The 
cranial autlinc is in vertical norm pentagonoid but ovoid cranial outlines can 
also be found. On the basis of the transversal-frontoparietal index, the forehead 
is generally stenometopic, the glabella being, as a rule, of third degree. The cra-
nial capacity is euencephalic. 
The facial cranium is, on the basis of facial index generally mesoprosopic, 
the upper face mescnc. The fossa canina is slight, or medium depth. The orbit 
is mcso-hypsiconch, the nose is leptorrhine, the palate is leptostaphylinc. Alveolar 
prognathism is generally absent or not more than moderate. On the basis of the 
total facial index, the face orthognathous. 
Females: Cranium is brachycranic, with a considerable number of hyper-
brachycranic elements, with hypsicranic, metriocranic, or tapeinocranic indices. 
The cranial outline in the vertical norm is pentagonoid but ovoid cranial outlines: 
are also present. The forehead is, on the basis of the transversal-frontoparietal in-
dex metriomctopie, or eurvmetopic but like in males, stenometopic foreheads can 
be found too. The cranial capacity is — like in males — euencephalic. 
The facial cranium is — distinct from that of males — generally eurypro-
sopic. On the basis of upper facial index, the face is — like that of males — me-
sene. The fossa canina is slight, or of medium depth. The orbit is mcsoconch,, 
the nose is leptorrhine, the palatalc is brachystaphyline. Alveolar prognathism 
is generally absent or moderate. On the basis of the total facial index, the face-
is mostly orthognathous. 
The stature of males, as well as that of females, varies between large-
intervals, but at any rate, a medium stature is characteristic. Tall statures also 
occur in both sexes. 
Between the metrical characteristics of both sexes there in no considerable 
difference. Differences appear only when considering the cranial and faciaf 
indexes. 
Anatomical variations are apparent in several crania. In males, there oc-
curred in one case from ten metopic suture (grave 28), os epiptericum dcxtrum 
(grave 39), torus palatinus sagittalis (grave 62) and suture bones (grave 39).. 
In females, there could be found in one case from thirteen os epiptericum dext-
rum (grave 52), ¡n three cases os epiptericum sinistrum (graves 52, 59, 9), in 
three cases torus palatinus sagitalis (graves 7, 52, 63), in one case os apicis-
lateralis sinistri et dextri (grave 52), and in one cranium suture bones (grave: 
52). In males one, in females two plagiocephalic crania found. 
Table I. Anthropological material of the cemetery at Roszke from the centuries 14—15th 
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Table i . Distribuiion o f (he principal metrical characters 




N p c . 
Tota l 
N pc. 






7 5 . 0 - 7 9 , 9 
8 0 , 0 — 8 4 , 9 
8 5 , 0 — 8 9 , 9 
3 (37 ,5 ) 
2 (25 ,0 ) 
3 (37 ,5 ) 
2 ( 1 6 . 7 ) 
6 (50 .0 ) 
4 (33 ,3 ) 
5 ( 2 5 , 0 ) 
8 (40 .0 ) 
6 (30 .0 ) 
T o t a l : 8 12 20 





7 0 , 0 — 7 4 , 9 
7 5 , 0 — x 
3 (37 ,5 ) 
5 ( 6 2 . 5 ) 
3 (27 .3 ) 
8 (72 ,7 ) 
6 (31 ,6 ) 
13 (68 ,4 ) 
Tota l : 8 I I 19 







9 2 . 0 — 9 7 , 9 
9 8 , 0 — x 
3 (42 ,9 ) 
3 (42 .9 ) 
1 (14 ,2 ) 
5 ( 4 1 , 7 ) 
7 ( 5 8 , 3 ) 
8 (42 .1 ) 
10 (52 .6 ) 
1 ( 5 , 3 ) 
T o t a l : 7 12 19 
9 : 8 





x — 6 5 , 9 
6 6 , 0 — 6 8 , 9 
6 9 . 0 — x 
5 ( 5 5 , 6 ) 
3 (33 ,3 ) 
1 (11 .1 ) 
3 ( 2 7 , 2 ) 
4 (36 ,4 ) 
4 (36 ,4 ) 
8 (40.0) 
7 (35.01 
5 (25 ,0 ) 
T o t a l : 9 11 20 
4 7 : 4 5 
Fac ia l 
index 
Hypereuryprosopic 
Euryprosopic . . 
Mesoprosopic 
Leptoprosopic 
x — 7 9 , 9 
8 0 . 0 — 8 4 . 9 
8 5 , 0 — 8 9 , 9 
9 0 , 0 — 9 4 , 9 
1 (20 ,0 ) 
3 (60 ,0 ) 
1 (20,01 
1 ( 2 0 , 0 ) 
3 (60 .0 ) 
I (20 ,0 ) 
1 (10 .0 ) 
4 (40 ,0 ) 
4 (40 .0 ) 
1 (10 .0 ) 
T o t a l : 5 5 10 





4 5 , 0 — 4 9 , 9 
5 0 , 0 — 5 4 . 9 
1 (14 .3 ) 
6 ( 8 5 , 7 ) 
2 ( 2 5 , 0 ) 
6 (75 ,0 ) 
3 ( 2 0 . 0 ) 
12 ( 8 0 . 0 ) 
T o t a l : 7 8 15 










Chamacconch x—75 ,9 
Mesoeonch 76 ,0—84.9 




3 (33 ,3) 
5 (55,6> 
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Mesorrhine 47 ,0—50,9 










T o t a l : 9 8 17 
















Euencephalic 1301—1450 1151—1300 
Aris ten cephalic 1451—x 1301—x 
5 ( 7 1 , 4 ) 
2 (28,6) 














3 ( 2 3 , 1 ) 
10 (76,9) 




Short 1 5 0 - 1 5 9 , 9 140—148,9 
Short medium 160— 163,9 149— 152,9 
Medium 164—166.9 153—155,9 
Tall medium 167—169,9 156—158,9 
Tall 170—179.9 159—167,9 









2 ( 5,4) 
5 (13,5) 
1 4 ( 3 7 , 8 ) 
6 ( 1 6 , 2 ) 
1 0 ( 2 7 . 1 ) 
T o t a l : 19 18 37 
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Plate I. ROSZIÍL—Kószo farm. 14-—15tli century Grave 1 P—X (Fun ) 
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Plate II. RfiszkL—Koszo farm, 14—15th century Grave 39, erl3—s. (Male) 
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T a b l e 3, Distr ibution o f morphological characters 
Character is t ics 
Males Females Together 
N pc. N pc. N pc. 
Norma 





3 ( 6 0 ) 
1 (20) 
6 ( 5 5 ) 
4 (36) 
1 (9) 
7 ( 3 5 ) 
7 ( 3 5 ) 
2 ( 1 0 ) 
T o t a l : 5 N 20 
Glabel la 
Broca 1 
B r o c a 2 
B r o c a 3 
Broca 4 
1 ( 1 0 ) 






10 ( 4 4 ) 
5 (22) 
1 ( 4 ) 




3. M e d i u m 
4. Deep 





9 ( 5 0 ) 
8 ( 4 4 ) 
I ( 6 ) 











2 ( 2 3 ) 
7 ( 3 9 ) 
8 (44) 
3 (17) 
T o t a l : 9 9 18 
T have perfomcd the taxonomical analysis according to P. LIPTAK's method 
(LIPTAK, 1969), with his help, for which I express my thanks to him. 
Both in males and females only a rather low number of crania was suitable 
for taxonomical analysis in males seven, in females eight. According to the result 
of the taxonomical analysis, in males the following characteristic ensembles can 
be demonstrated: nordoid, cromagnoid and brachycranic elements (Plate I) . In-
side the brachycranic group of females, the occurrence of Pamirian race is more 
frequent. Within the brachycranic group, the cromagnoid race is also represented 
revealed by the presence of the eurymetopic frontoparietal index (Plate II) . 
Owing to the low number of cases in this material, I refrain from drawing 
far-reaching conclusions. 
Comparing the mediaeval population at Itoszke on the basis of the result 
of the taxonomical analysis, with other series, we find that in relation to the 
population of Baja—Peto in the 11th—16th centuries (LOTTERHOF, 1968) a dif-
ference is revealed owing to the predominance of Mediterranean elements there. 
In order of importance, that is followed by a high number of brachvcranic ele-
ments. A comparison is rather difficult as in the case of Baja—Peto, the sepa-
ration of Mediaveal graves from those of the Arpadian Age did not take place 
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archaeologically; the brachycranic elements came most probably from the me-
diaeval graves. 
In the case of the similarly mediaeval cemetery at Mohács—Csele (NEMES-
KÉRI—DEÁK, 1965), the comparatively high number of brachycranic elements 
can also be demonstrated. 
In the populations originating from the Transdanubian Fonyód (DEZSŐ et 
al., 1963) the brachycranic elements lose importance. 
In mediaeval cemeteries anthropological evaluations have been carried out 
only in a few cases, therefore no far-reaching should be drawn conclusions. On 
the basis of data from other cemeteries we know that in the Middle Ages a pro-
nounced braehyccphalic procedure took place wich is further verified by this 
population at Röszke, although their case number is low. 
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